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Lumbutts Methodist Chapel Graveyard Memorial Survey 

response 

Background 

 

Calderdale Methodist Circuit is responsible for the churchyard at Lumbutts. Some of the memorials 

contained in the yard are in an unstable condition and have the potential to cause harm or serious 

injury. A survey was undertaken in October 2024 to consider the state of memorials, to address 

safety concerns. This was undertaken by a firm of Chartered Architects: Historic Building Consultants. 

This has become especially important following the recent tragic events at Rawtenstall. 

The survey can be found here https://www.calderdalemethodistcircuit.org.uk/lib/F893357.pdf  

Methodology 

Following on from the initial survey, new information was provided by the architect to allow a better 

classification of the status of the monument. This was done based on a proportionate approach. 

Memorials have had one of the following classifications. 

If memorials have been classified as Level 1, these are described as  

Action is required to make the memorial safe or to stop the public accessing the memorial. This 

could be the permanent removal of the hazard or the temporary making safe of the hazard 

If memorials have been classified as Level 2, these are described as  

The memorial is not an immediate danger to the public but is not fully stable and will, therefore, 

need to be monitored every 12 months to assess any further deterioration of the memorial. The 

construction, material used, or position of the memorial may also qualify it as priority 2. 

Finally, if memorials have been classified as Level 3, these are described as 

The memorial appears stable.  It should be reinspected in 5 years’ time. 

The initial survey identified a number of grave monument of concern, the understanding was that is 

a monument was not mentioned in the survey, it can be considered a Level 3 

Response 

The Circuit undertook to meet the cost of repairs to 7 memorials and, with the exception one, this 

work has now been completed. Having given notice of memorials found to be ‘of concern’ in the 

initial survey, the Circuit has now instructed contractors to make safe those memorials of concern 

which have now been classified as Level 1. (It is not currently taking any action in relation to Levels 2 

memorials.) This action will be limited to making safe, taking account of the comments in the initial 

survey. As with the repairs to the 7 memorials referred to above, this work will be undertaken by a 

local contractor, having extensive experience in Graveyard memorials. 
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Responsibility for repairs  

An owner, the Deed Holder or successor in title of a memorial, has the responsibility to maintain it so 

as not to present a hazard. They should then be asked to engage a suitably qualified memorial mason 

to agree the works with the Circuit and make the required repairs. All work should comply with the 

National Association of Memorial Masons Code of practice. 

If you are the owner of any of the below monuments that require some action, then please contact 

us at the following email. 

graveyards@calderdalemethodistcircuit.org.uk 

A request to the grave owners or people visiting the graveyard, please do not simply stand the 

monument back up as this does not resolve the safety issues identified. 
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Status 

The following graves from the survey are now restored, work to Plot 162 is progressing.  

Plot/Ref Name Notes 

15 Nancy wife of Samual Barker This is now fixed/reinstated 

27 Ernest Judson This is now fixed/reinstated  

30 Betsy Greenwood This is now fixed/reinstated  

31  Mary Hannah Greenwood This is now fixed/reinstated  

35 Jeremiah Crossley This is now fixed/reinstated  

85/87 Emma Sutcliffe This is now fixed/reinstated 

162 Sarah Ann Fielden Progressing 

 

The following graves were identified as already laid flat in the grave at the time of the survey. They 

are considered safe, and no further action will be taken 

Plot/Ref Name Notes 

83/90 John Wild Already Laid Flat no action required 

178/179 Susannah Stansfield Already Laid Flat no action required 

183 John Mills Already Laid Flat no action required 

247 Ruth Gobson Already Laid Flat no action required 

 

The following graves are considered Level 2. The circuit will monitor these graves every 12 months to 

check if any issues, but as stated above we invite the grave owner to contact the circuit and resolve 

any issues. 

Plot/Ref Name Notes 

13 Fenalla Dorothea Trevelyan  Level 2 

23 John Edward Priestly Level 2 

159 Richard Mills Level 2 

173 Nancy Louise/Alice Newton Level 2 

196 Ethem Mary Wild Level 2 

199 Mary Alice Thorp Level 2 

420/421 William Crowther Level 2 

435 Jane Horsfall Level 2 

529/530/531 Henrietta Gaukroger Level 2 

668 William Henry Greenwood Level 2 

679 Sarah Sutcliffe Level 2 

994  Alice Greenwood Level 2 

 

The following work be now to be undertaken to the Level 1 monuments. 
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Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 162 
 
Name: Sarah 
Ann Fielden 

Restore as part 
of the circuits 
commitment to 
restore all 
graves 
previously laid 
down  

 

Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 167 
 
 
Name: Thomas 
Clegg 

Level 1 
 
Lay flat in 
controlled way, 
in the confines 
of the grave, 
inscription face 
up.  
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Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 172 
 
 
Name: Arthur 
Halstead 

Level 1 
 
Lay cross flat in 
controlled way, in 
the confines of 
the grave, 
inscription face 
up.  

 

Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 218 
 
Name: Sarah Jane 
Finch 

Level 1 
 
Attempt to pack 
joints and rebond 
to make it stable. 
 
If this fails then lay 
flat in controlled 
way, in the 
confines of the 
grave, inscription 
face up.  
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Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 417 
 
Name: Edith Fielden 

Level 1 
 
Lay flat in 
controlled way, in 
the confines of the 
grave, inscription 
face up.  

 

Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 742 
 
Name: Johnson 
Greenwood 

Level 1 
 
Lay flat in 
controlled way, in 
the confines of the 
grave, inscription 
face up.  
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Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 845 
 
Name: Arthur 
Dawson 

Level 1 
 
Lay flat in 
controlled 
way, in the 
confines of 
the grave, 
inscription 
face up.  

 

Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 891 
 
Name: Samuel 
Fielden 

Level 1 
 
Lay flat in 
controlled 
way, in the 
confines of 
the grave, 
inscription 
face up.  
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Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 987 
 
Name: James 
Dullenty 

Level 3 
 
Grave is 
currently laid 
flat, but with 
inscription 
face down, 
flip the grave 
so the 
inscription 
can be read  

 

Image Description Notes 

 

Plot 997 
 
Name: Sarah 
Ellen Holden 

Level 1 
 
Lay flat in 
controlled 
way, in the 
confines of 
the grave, 
inscription 
face up.  
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