  
     Christmas Services – Additional to Normal Service Times

	Bethesda
	11.00am 25/12/25
	Christmas Day Service - @ Southgate

	Blackshaw Head
	4.00pm 14/12/25
7.00pm 19/12/25
10.00am 25/12/25
10.45am 28/12/25
	Christingle Service - Ferguson
Village Carols
Christmas Day All Age Worship – LA
Cluster Coffee, Cake & Carols at Hebden Royd

	B’town & Southowram
	7.00pm 15/12/25

	Boys’ & Girls’ Brigade Service – Morling


	Brighouse Central
	6.00pm 21/12/25
4.00pm 24/12/25
11.00am 25/12/25
	Carol Service - Biggar
Christingle – Biggar
Christmas Day Service - Biggar

	Christ Church LEP
	7.00pm 16/12/25
2.30pm 20/12/25
7.00pm 22/12/25
4.00pm 24/12/25
5.00pm 24/12/25
10.00am 25/12/25
	Carol Service – Chikaviro
“Blue Christmas” and refreshments - Stead
Carols @ Sandholme Fold Care Home
Christingle – Stead 
Holy Communion – Chikaviro 
Christmas Day Service – Chikaviro

	Clifton
	10.30am 25/12/25
	Christmas Day service - Christie

	Cross Hills
	7.00pm 24/12/25
11.30pm 24/12/25
10.30am 25/12/25
	Carols on the Green – Chikaviro
 Holy Communion – Chikaviro
Christmas Day Service – Hales

	Hebden Royd
	4.00pm 15/12/25
6.00pm 24/12/25
10.15am 25/12/25
10.45am 28/12/25
	Carols – Heathcoat
Carols in the Square
All Age Worship for Christmas – Heathcoat
Cluster Coffee, Cake & Carols at Hebden Royd

	Heptonstall
	6.30pm 21/12/25
11.30pm 24/12/25
 25/12/25
10.45am 28/12/25
	Carols @ St Thomas’ – Kent - United service
United service @ St. Thomas’
With St Thomas’ Xmas Day service & Communion 
Cluster Coffee, Cake & Carols at Hebden Royd

	Highgate
	
	

	Illingworth Moor
	11.00am 25/12/25
	Christmas Day Service - Morling

	Mount Zion
	
	

	Southgate
	6.30pm 10/12/25
6.00pm 24/12/25
11.00am 25/12/25
	Christingle with BB/GB - Chikaviro
Carols for all – Chikaviro
Christmas Day Service – Chikaviro with Bethesda

	St. Andrew’s
	6.00pm 10/12/25
9.30am 15/12/25
6.00pm – 7.00pm 18/12/25
 10.00am 25/12/25
	Christingle Service 
Toddlers Nativity – Morling
Carol Singing at Tesco
Christmas Day Service - Morling

	St. Paul’s
	10.30am 07/12/25
6.00pm 11/12/25
All day 13/12/25 & 14/12/25
6.00pm 14/12/25
10.30am 21/12/25
11.30pm 24/12/25
10.00am 25/12/25
10.45am 28/12/25
	Parade Service
Christingle @ Thursday Church
Live Nativity Weekend
Carols by Candlelight - Heathcoat
Café Worship
Holy Communion - @ Christ Church US
Christmas Day Service Saville (All Age)
Cluster Coffee, Cake & Carols at Hebden Royd

	Stones
	10.30am 21/12/25
6.30pm 21/12/25
4.00pm 24/12/25
10.00am 25/12/25
10.45am 28/12/25
	Nativity Service
Carols by Candlelight - Heathcoat
GLOW - All Age Service – Heathcoat
Christmas Day Service – Wilkinson
Cluster Coffee, Cake & Carols at Hebden Royd

	Todmorden 
	10.30am 21/12/25
10.00am 25/12/25
10.45am 28/12/25
	Carol Service - Heathcoat
All Age Worship for Christmas – Heathcoat 
Cluster Coffee, Cake & Carols at Hebden Royd
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It’s at this time of year that we begin thinking about gifts. It seems like at every opportunity we are being encouraged by the retail sector to certainly think this way, as shops and advertisers relentlessly present to us countless gift ideas for our consideration. There’s nothing wrong with buying and receiving gifts of course, but sometimes in the act of receiving a gift, there is also sense of asking for payback. We may feel the need to reciprocate, and this risks the invocation of a cycle of buying and receiving, that is of no benefit to either the giver or receiver. For some, the pressure of this expectation creates a cycle which can run out of control, resulting in unmanageable debt. Clearly, we should orientate our lives away from such destructive materialism, and instead enthusiastically encourage the recognition of the gift that this season is truly about. 

During the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we anticipate, and we welcome a loving gift from God. This is a gift that comes to us without condition or demand. I am of course referring to the moment when love broke into time and the unique Logos of God, Jesus Christ, made himself one with us. As the gospel of John reminds us, ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son’. It is in and through this unique event that God is revealed to us as a God who cannot stop giving and forgiving. Indeed, we often overlook that we live by gift every day of our lives.

The Methodist Church’s theme this Christmas is ‘Gifted’. This is a theme that encourages us to think about the gifts we receive and recognising the gifts in one another. As we do this, we are invited to write a personal thank you card to someone whom you know, and to simply say thank you for being the gift that that person is to you. You may also like to consider, in what way you are, or may become, a gift to others.

In sharing with each other your gifts and a thank you, I do hope and pray that you each have a blessed Christmas. 

Rev Nick
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